




Men

Fellas at
Fellowship, learning & Service 

with a Man’s perspective

�‡�����������0�H�Q�¶�V���%�U�H�D�N�I�D�V�W��������Tuesday mornings
         7:00 am at Panthers Pride Restaurant.

�‡��    Tuesday Night Fellas,
         6:30, Small Group Room (3rd fl oor)

�‡��   Band of Brothers,  Thursday Nights, 
 6:30 pm Small Group Room (3rd fl oor) 

These are the guys who share your desire to be the best 
Christian man that you can be.  They’ll prop you up when 
you need it, high-fi ve your victories, and set you straight 
when you blow it.  Working together we’ll explore  what God 
wants for us and from us.  We’ll build the bonds of trust with 
other men that will be the backbone of our community of 
faith.   Men of all stages of life and faith are welcome:  punks 
to geezers,  married & single.    Just show up at any meeting, 
say “Hi, I’m new here”, and we’ll take it from there.  Come to 
a meeting.  You’ll leave stronger.  

trUth Ministries
A Group for youth grades 7-12, their parents and volunteers, 
where the world’s lies and deceptions are exposed, and the 
trUth is always spoken with LOVE and COMPASSION.

Groups for Junior and Senior High groups are taking the 
summer off.  Look in the August newsletter for our 
fall semester activities.  

Hello! My name is Christina Keller and I am the new 

Coordinator for our junior and senior high youth program.  

My adventure with the youth group at F.U.M.C. began when 

I was invited by a friend to come one Wednesday night while 

I was in high school.  When I graduated high school in 2002, 

I stayed on as a college volunteer, working with the junior 

high students.  I was on the committee that hired Pastor 

Steve Braudt seven years ago and have been a part of many 

exciting experiences through his ministry.  I don’t intend on 

being Pastor Steve’s “replacement”; instead, I aim to take our 

youth program to new heights by building upon one of Steve’s 

foundational missions: igniting the world with love for Jesus 

Christ.  The youth program will become more service-ori-

ented, yet will still have the fun games, good food and great 

company that our youth enjoy.  Youth group is an exciting, 

high-energy, rewarding ministry to be a part of.  The active 

support of parents and volunteers is vital to making our youth 

program a success.  Please get in touch with me to find out 

how you can help our youth develop their relationship

 with Christ!

Thank you!
Christina Keller
Christina.keller@aboutfirst.com

319-266-1713

Youth

Calling all Wanna-Be Radicals
The Tuesday Night Mens group is working through David 
Platt’s book “Radical”.  This NY Times bestseller is a serious 
challenge to our Americanized, feel-good picture of Christi-
anity.  Do we order our lives to glorify God, or do we bend 
the scriptures to fit our culture and our comfort level?  Fellas, 
let’s talk about it.  If you’re interested in tackling some tough 
evaluation of your life of faith, and the direction of the Ameri-
can Christian movement, come upstairs to the small group 
room on Tuesday nights at 6:30.  It’s OK that you may have 
missed the first sessions, just jump right in.  

New Home for Men’s Breakfast
The Tuesday morning men will now be meeting at Pather 
Pride Restaurant (the former Happy Chef) on First Street.  
After trying a couple of other options, Panther Pride seems 
to work well for the men:  the food is good and there’s plenty 
of it.  So, gentlemen, join us on Tuesday mornings at 7:00.  
We’ll have a short devotion, a good breakfast, and you’ll be 
on your way to work or a nap by 8:00.

Christina, Chase & Amelia Keller
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Our Seminary Connection 

Thank you, church fam-
ily, for your many expressions of 
love and encouragement.  You have 
nurtured us through the last several 
years of faith growth and assisted us 
in discerning God’s call on our lives 
into future ministry.  Your prayers, 
notes of well wishes, gifts of kind-
ness, service and financial support 
are treasured. We have success-
fully moved into our new wonderful 
Kentucky home.  Wilmore is a small, 
beautiful, peaceful and friendly 
town. We have made good connec-
tions with our neighbors, new church 
family at Wilmore UMC and at the 
seminary.  Special thanks go to the 
members of the FROG Sunday 
School class for hosting our farewell 
picnic and for the many people who 
showed up to help us load the U-
Haul on such a rainy day in May.   Su-
san will begin classes in July towards 

a Master of Divinity at Asbury Theological Seminary.  John is teaching summer 
online classes long distance through Hawkeye Community College.  We thank you 
in advance for keeping us in your prayers.  Please keep in touch. We can be reached 
at:  104 S. Walnut Street, Wilmore, KY 40390, susan.higdon@asburyseminary.edu 
and john.higdon@hawkeyecollege.edu.  In God’s love we send you many heartfelt 
blessings!  John and Susan Higdon

I am moving August 5, and need to 
find a good home for my Golden 
Retriever, Reese. He is 6, loves tennis 
balls, good with kids and cats and is 
bonded to my Siberian Husky, who 
will be with my daughter. He would 
need to be fostered into another dog 
relationship – generally not good with 
stranger dogs.  Good with cats. He 
takes thyroid and joint meds. He is a 
sweetheart, rescued as a pup from a 
breeder who tossed him for having 
a hernia. All of his care has been at 
Brookside. Call if you are interested! 
(269-9423)
Thanks,
Linda Sharp

Seminary Scholarship
Last month in this newsletter we
celebrated the fact that three of our
members were headed to seminary and
we encouraged contributions for their
scholarship. However; there are some
tax-related reasons which prevent the
church from accepting contributions
which are specified for one of our stu-
dents by name. Therefore, if you would
like to contribute to their studies, we
encourage you to give directly to the in-
dividual or the institution. Our students
are Susan Higdon, Linda Sharp and
Pastor Steve Braudt.

The address to contribute for
Susan Higdon is:
Asbury Theological Seminary
Financial Aid Office
204 N. Lexington Avenue
Wilmore, KY 40390-1199
Re: Susan Higdon ID# 192692

To contribute for Linda Sharp:
Checks can be mailed directly to the 
Regent University Business Office (listed 
below) and will be posted to Linda’s 
student account as a 3rd Party Payment. 
Please be sure to have her student ID 
number B00322099 listed on the checks 
and the checks made payable to Regent 
University. They should be mailed to:
Regent University Business Office
1000 Regent University Drive
Virginia Beach, VA 23464

Going to Seminary - Can’t Take My Dog



Thank you to those attending Annual Conference . . .
Pages: Andrew Leonard and Rebecca Lyman
Youth Delegate: Jordan Derhammer
Delegates: Jim Larson, Karl Dance, Arlene Fleming, 
Karen Page
Clergy: Tim Bonney, Steve Braudt, Steve Williams

FUMC and the Rainbow Task Force,
Thank you for your $1500 gift toward our ministry 
work with Campus Crusade for Christ. We’re thankful 
for your ongoing partnership with us in this ministry to 
college students of the world. Your prayers, gifts, and 
encouragement mean so much! You help make our 
work possible. Thank you!
Blessings in Christ, 
Matt & Kristin Odland

Thank you to all who sent cards, called, or prayed for 
me during my long stay in Rochester. It’s good to be 
home, and good to know that people care about me.
Chuck Kuczor

Thank you so much for your prayers, cards and pres-
ence during my sister Sherry’s hospital stay and fu-
neral.  She will be deeply missed.  Your prayers and 
concern are what carried us through each day.  Your 
continued prayers are appreciated.
Tim Klein and Family

We would like to thank Pastor Steve for all of his lov-
ing, caring support he gave to Connie Winkey and her 
family. There are no words to express our gratitude 
and comfort that he gave to us throughout the past 
few months and my Mom’s struggle with cancer.
Also, thanks to so many of you who prayed for Connie 
and spoke so many kind words of her. She was one 
special, precious woman and we will miss her so very 
much. She loved her church and her faith in GOD was 
truly amazing. She passes that on to each of us and we 
are blessed with her everlasting love, faith and beauty.
God bless each of you,
Teri Lynn, Taylor Lee Rachel Winkey & family

A special thanks to Jane Wyckoff for her visit and de-
livering the beautiful red rose for my birthday. Thanks 
also for the nice birthday cards from the church staff 
and Congregational Care Team, the UMW and Carol 
Dick. It made my day.
Bonnie Ling

Thank you to everyone who sent me 125 cards, flow-
ers, and gifts! I’m also thankful that we have Pastor 
Steve and Pastor Tim for our ministers. They are the 
best and they care about all of us. Thank you to all 
who visited me at Sartori, Iowa City, and ManorCare. 
I’m thankful to be a member of our church family. 
You’re all wonderful. Your prayers really helped me 
during my gallbladder surgery and illness after. I feel 
really blessed.
Pat Ackerman

Thank You

Attendance for week ending:
			   6/5		  6/12 		  6/19		  6/26							 
Ign i t ion			   44		  32		  38		  38					 
Transformat ion		  50		  84		  105		  100		
Tradit ional  8 :30		  96		  126		  142		  120		
Tradit ional  10 :00		  92		  1 19 		  143		  89

My thanks and appreciation to the First United Methodist Congregational Care 
Team and Jane Wyckoff, who delivered the beautiful Red Rose on my birthday.  
This act of thoughtfulness and caring was much appreciated by myself and Bar-
bara.
Again I thank my church and its members for remembering this special event.  
Rex W. Pershing

Thank you seems so small for all the prayers, visits, cards and calls from my 
church family. I won’t try to mention every one for fear I’ll leave someone out. For 
Pastor Steve and Carol Dick’s visits – also Darline for sharing lunch and spending 
time with me the day of the funeral for my brother Don, while my family was in 
Western Nebraska at his funeral. To everyone in the Grief Support group; Thank 
you. Again, thank you everyone from me and my family.
Elma Wymore

Thanks to our church family and staff for the card and beautiful red birthday 
rose.  Also, a special thanks to Jane Wyckoff for the delivery and visit.  What a 
nice ending for the day.
 Bob Nelson    

Sympathy to:
•	 Family and friends of Geri Merner, who passed away May 26.
•	 The family and friends of Connie Winkey. Connie passed away June 3 after 

a long battle with ovarian cancer.
•	 Lois Muller and Marian Bundy lost their brother, Donald Peters, on June 3.
•	 Family and friends of Alice Waters. Alice passed away June 8.
•	 Martha Kroese and her family on the loss of her father, Rayford Ratliff, of 

Oskaloosa. He passed away June 15.

Congratulations:
•	 Deb & Bruce Goodenbour are proud grandparents of Aiden Douglas 

Goodenbour, born May 29. Aiden’s parents are Doug and Briana. It’s Deb and 
Bruce’s first grandbaby, and they are smitten.

•	 Max Alan Eckelberg was baptized June 26. Max is the son of Shane & Wendi 
(Butler) Eckelberg, and the grandson of Mike & Betty Butler.

Our Party Animals
thanks from the Congregational Care Team
We have a team of volunteers who help make the birthdays of residents of the 
Cedar Falls Healthcare Center fun!  Each month we bake a cake and cookies and 
provide volunteers to serve the birthday party.  Special thanks to our main party 
animals:  Diane Sullivan, Darline Short, Helen Wymore, and Janell Jacobsen for 
joyfully being there.  We also thank the volunteers who bake when asked.  We 
could use a few more bakers.  If you would like to be called about once per quar-
ter, please call Carol at 277-0711 to volunteer for this outreach ministry.

Women of Faith hotel payment
If you are going to Women of Faith in St. Paul this October, the hotel room 
payment is due the end of July. Thanks to some great bake sales, we are 
supplementing the cost of the room. The cost per room for our Women of Faith 
participants is $60. So, if you are sharing a room with one other, pay $30. If there 
are three in your room, pay $20. For those with four in a room, pay $15.00. What 
a bargain! Checks can be made out to FUMC, with “WOF-hotel” on the memo 
line. If you have questions, contact Jill Rechkemmer or Denise Barr.
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Our church at worship…
Ignition Worship Experience, Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.  
Traditional services, Sunday, 8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
Transformation, Sunday, 8:30 a.m.

Van rides are available for the 10:00 Sunday service.

Child care is provided in the nursery for infants and 
babies for Sunday Services. 

Spreading the Word
If you miss a Sunday, or want to hear a message again, 
find us on the Public Access cable television channels 

Cedar Falls (CFU) Channel 95.5
Friday   8:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am

Waterloo Channel 17
Sundays  11:00 am & 9:00 pm

Our Pastoral Staff…
Steve Williams, Senior Pastor
steve.williams@aboutfirst.com

Tim Bonney, Associate Pastor
tim.bonney@aboutfirst.com

August Newsletter deadline is July 20.

Staff (in alphabetical order)

Sam Barr, Transformation Music Coordinator

Dee Behr, Parish Visitor
dee.behr@aboutfirst.com

John Bentley, Head Custodian

Mary Card, Custodian

Chris Congdon, Media Coordinator
chris.congdon@aboutfirst.com

Lisa Congdon, Office Ministry Coordinator
lisa.congdon@aboutfirst.com

Jan Hoover, Christian Education Coordinator
jan.hoover@aboutfirst.com

Christina Keller, Youth Ministry C0ordinator
Christina.Keller@aboutfirst.com

Martha Kroese, Music Director
mkroese@cfu.net

Flo Mobley, Parish Visitor

Nancy Schmeiser, Finance Manager
nancy.schmeiser@aboutfirst.com

Linda Sharp, organist
bachdoc@cfu.net

find us on the Public Access cable television channels 

(CFU) Channel 95.5
Lisa Congdon, Office Ministry Coordinator

Jan Hoover, Christian Education Coordinator

Christina Keller, Youth Ministry C0ordinator

United Methodist Church

Cedar Falls

www.aboutfi rst.com


